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Witnesses Avoid SST Hearing 


United Press International 

Sen. William Proxmire (D- 
Wis.) said yesterday adminis- 
tration witnesses abruptly can- 
celed plans to testify about 
possible resumption of the Su- 
personic transport (SST) pro- 
ject. 

“Wjbat is the administration 
trying to hide?” Proxmire sa^d 
at a Joint Economic subcom- 
mittee hearing. “If nothing *s 
planned, why don’t they come ; 
forward and say so? “If the 
matter is under study and no 
conclusions have yet been 
reached, let them come before 
the committee and say that. 

“But to accept the commit- 
tee’s invitation and then to re- 
nege on the invitation can 
only leave the committee, and 
the public, to speculate about 
what revival plans the admin- 
istration may have in mind.” 

Proxmire played a key part 
in killing the project in the 


last Congress, with opposition 
centering on the ecological 
and economic disadvantages 
of the 1,8000-mile-per-hour 
plane. 

Proxmire said Secor D 
Browne, chairman of the Cu* 7 
Aeronautics Board, had 
agreed to testify yesterday 
but called last week to say he 
had a “longstanding famih’ 
commitment” and could not 
come. 

He said Transportation Sec- 
retary John A. Volpe and Fed- 
eral Aviati on Admini str ator 
John H. Shaffer had . agreed to 
send representatives, but that 
| both departments sent mes- 
sages Tuesday saying they 
were “in transition” amd 
would not appear. 

Volpe and Shaffer are leav- 
ing their departments during 
President Nixon’s reshuffle of 
his government personnel. 

One witness who did ap- 


pear, Swedish aviation expert 
3o Lundberg, said it is un- 
likely the plane could be fi- 
larnced by private industry be- 
cause no SST, including those 
being produced in Europe, 
will ever prove economical. 

There have been rumors 
and hints from the administra- 
tion that the SST will be re- 
vived, but spokesmen said it 
would would not be this year. 
Proxmire said he had no indi- 
cation that substantial SST 
funds would foe included in 
the new budget. 

Proxmire also said he was 
disappointed that two aircraft 
manufacturers and an airline 
that might figure in any re- 
vival of the SST had refused 
to testify— identifying them as 
the Boeing Co., McDonnell 
Douglas Corp. and United Air 
Lines. In addition, he said. 
Najeeb Halaby, a former pres- 
ident of Pan American World 


Airways and now a director 
of the company, had declined 
to appear. 



